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February's Meeting location

February's meeting will be held in Firehouse #16 located at 4980
Farthing Drive, Oak Meadow Park, Broadmore Bluffs. This is the first
time that we will be meeting here, so plan to leave home a bit earlier
than usual to make finding it less stressful.

Our program will include the popular Show-and-Tell . It gives
everyone a chance to share items or resources which they find
particularly helpful when they enjoy astronomy.



IMHO - Editorial

The recent cancellation of NASA's future space vehicle program that would
have returned us to the moon, is in my own opinion short sighted and detrimental
to our economic recovery. I am not saying this to denigrate the current
administration, I say this because I believe that this decision will have dire
consequences for future generations.

Our country will literally take a back seat to our competitors in space
(Russia, and China), who are fortunate enough to keep their eyes on their target
of building a space program which will put them in the driver's seat (figuratively
and literally).

Projected savings  will not get us out of the poor house economically. Add
to this the wasted labor and engineering spent to qualify the next generation of
hardware (which recently passed their initial certification of readiness); and you
are seeing a baby being thrown out with the bath water of great magnitude.

What will the world believe when the Chinese show their flag on the moon;
and that they ...found no trace of US landings. ? Will the moon be claimed as a
state of China (as they now claim Taiwan?).  Will history have a side note that the
US failed to keep it's lead in the development of the commercial gold mine that
space offers?

My hope is that the potential profit of space will be incentive enough for
business' to expand their role and interest in space. As long as they rely on the
government for all of the hardware and experience; that potential will never be
realized.  Let's face it, resources on this earth are pretty well divided and claimed
by some body, some place. The only true resources yet untapped are out there in
space. When those resources become accessible and affordable; they too will be
claimed by those who can first reach them. Will we get to share in that
acquisition, or will we be stranded here watching on the sidelines?

As Sir Arthur Clarke once wrote: Perhaps one day men will no longer be
interested in the unknown, no longer tantalized by mystery. This is possible, but
when man loses his curiosity, one feels he will have lost most of the other things
that make him human....The challenge of the great spaces between the worlds is
a stupendous one; but if we fail to meet it, the story of our race will be drawing to
a close. Humanity will have turned its back upon the still untrodden heights and
will be descending the long slope that stretches, across a thousand million years
of time, down to the shores of the primeval sea.

I would prefer that we reach for the stars, than go for a swim in that sea.



Planetary Report

Our nearest neighboring planet, Mars, is now gaining more distance from us
each day. It will remain larger than ten arcseconds in diameter until late March,
the 22nd to be specific. Until then, you still have a chance at taking a nice photo
of Mars and it may show some surface details ('seeing' permitting) - see next
page.

The upper picture is a save  from the program Stellarium. It records details
for the second picture which was taken on 15 Februaury 2010. It is a convinent
way to keep track of the size, brightness, and statistics for your efforts. As you
can easily see, the 'seeing' conditions were not very good that night. Despite
clear transparent skies, the turbulent atmosphere made the features of Mars
barely distinguishable.

Venus, our other neighbor, is as far from the sun, as Mars is from Earth. It
is on the other side of the sun in its orbit. Jupiter, which is also in that same
direction, has become unobservable due to its proximity with the sun. Mercury is
in that general area, and is also unobservable.

Saturn on the other hand, is gaining prominence as it heads towards it's
nearest approach of Earth on the 21st of March. It will not be at it's brightest
(since its rings are still somewhat edge-on to Earth); but this too will improve as
we head into April and May. So get your cameras ready, and ask Saturn to say
Cheese !

Both Uranus, and Neptune are beyond the sun and are unobservable. Out of
the eight planets; five of them are in that situation. Mercury and Venus do not
tarry there, and will return to viewable status quit soon.











Upcoming events for March and early April  :
Wednesday, March 10 6:00pm  USAFA Star Party

Tuesday, March 23 7:00pm  Monthly Meeting

Friday, March 26 7:30pm Public Star  Party (Bear Creek)

Wednesday, April 14 7:00pm Space Foundation Symposium Star Party

Monday, April  19 - Sunday, April 25  National Week  of Astronomy


